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March 21, 1998 



Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 

Frederick, Md. 21702 

Dear Harold, 

I keep hoping to get back up to see you and continue going through your 
files. I've been so tied up with Cuba, however, that I simply haven't had the 
chance. Maybe in the summer. 

I was indeed involved in the Nassau conference back in 1995. In fact, I 
organizeed it. It was not really by invitation. COPA members were 
informed that it was to take place and anyone who wanted to come — and 
pay their own way -- could do so. I hadn't met you then so it didn't occur 
to me to invite you. I quess it didn't matter if you couldn't have come 
anyway. It was quite successful. Escalante and Carlos Lechuga were there 
and gave careful presentations that were helpful, but that didn't by any 
means point us in any new directions. We'd hoped to do a follow-up 
conference in Havana at which Escalante would open some files to us. 
Unfortunately, he got caught in the battle there between hardliners and 
softliners and was removed from command. He now runs a medical 
research center. ' ' * 

I don't know whether you've seen his book. The Secret War. I enclose a 
copy. It doesn't deal with the assassination, except for the last few words. 
Escalante believes Cuban-Americans may have been the actual hit men. He 
has some circumstantial evidence of that but doesn’t pretend to have 
anything solid. 

Furiati, of course, is something else again. She has taken some stuff from 
Escalante and turned it into a full-blown case. It was rather funny. She did 
a conference in Rio in mid- 1995, invited me, Wecht, and a series of others 
from COPA, as well as Escalante. She billed the conference "Who Killed 
Kennedy Will be Revealed at Rio," and apparently was rather expecting 
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Escalante to get on stage and tell us all who did it, la la her book. Rather 
than that, he said that while of course the official version was phony and 
while the Cubans had some evidence in their files related to likely 
conspirators and scenarios, they had nothing they could take to court (or 
words to that effect). 

Yes, the Hersh book is trash, but then, what else is new? I don't have an 
agent either. Had one but she let me down and I've not found another. 

I'm depressed on all fronts. I think interest in the JFK assassination is 
waning again. The bad guys are succeeding with their cover up. And we 
are further away than ever from a sensible policy toward Cuba. My old 
West Text granddaddy used to say that the merit in anything in life is in the 
effort. You do your best and take satisfaction from that; whether you win 
or not is beside the point. Good advice but hard to accept. 

Look forward to seeing you soon. 



